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Application No. 

09/744,626 



Examiner 

Christine Sung 



Applicant(s) 

YAU LI, SAM FONG 



Art Unit 

2878 



The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period f r Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 April 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) ^ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-41 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) I3 Claim(s) 1-41 is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 



9)S The specification is objected fo~Dy the hxartiinerr 



10) E3 The drawing(s) filed on 26 January 2001 is/are: a)Q accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 185(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) E3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)g]AII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. ^ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendments filed on April 21, 2003 have been entered. 

Drawings 

2. The reply filed on April 21, 2003 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action 
because: The objection to the drawings in the first office action has not been addressed. Figure 
3a, element 31 still lacks a description in the specification. The examiner notes that the applicant 
has changed element 13 but no changes to the specification have been made regarding element 
31. Since the period for reply set forth in the prior Office action has expired, this application will 
become abandoned unless applicant corrects the deficiency and obtains an extension of time 
under 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) and the appropriate extension fee 

have been filed is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the 

corresponding amount of the fee. In no case may an applicant reply outside the SIX (6) MONTH 
statutory period or obtain an extension for more than FIVE (5) MONTHS beyond the date for 
reply set forth in an Office action. A fully responsive reply must be timely filed to avoid 
abandonment of this application. 

Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Further, in the 
amendments to the specification, the marked up copy reads "simple pinhole" on page 9, line 16 
of the first paragraph. Also, the clean copy reads "simple pinhole" on page 1, line 15, of the first 
amended paragraph. The originally specification reads "single pinhole." There were no 
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indications that this was an intended change to the specification. The examiner is unsure if the 
applicant intended to amend the specification or the change was a mistake. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-41 are allowed. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The applicant's arguments were persuasive. None of the prior art of record discloses the 

specific arrangement of and use of the source radiation-blocking panel having at least a pinhole 
where focused and collimated light is passed through. Although references such as Stern exhibit 
certain properties of the invention, i.e., he includes the use of a pinhole, but not adjacent to the 
sample, he does not specifically disclose the used of the radiation-blocking panel in his 

Invention. 

Note: The examiner understands that the phrase "focusing and collimating" means that 
the source radiation is collimated towards the sample, and the focusing portion is what occurs 
due to the collimation. The examiner believes that the rectangular cylindrical lens can only 
"focus" the emitted radiation, and "collimate" the source radiation, meaning that the function of 
the cylindrical lens is to collimate the radiation in parallel rays, rather than "focus" meaning that 
the function of the cylindrical lens is to converge the radiation to one point. But the examiner 
understands based on the specification that the collimation includes focusing because the source 
radiation is directed or focused as parallel rays towards the sample surface. 

Conclusion 

6. This application is in condition for allowance except for the above formal matters. 



• 
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Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte 
Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this letter. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christine Sung whose telephone number is 703-305-0382. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday 7-4 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Porta can be reached on 703-308-4852. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7722 for regular 
communications and 703-308-0956 for After Final communications. 

Ariy-Lnqiii ry of a g eneral nature or relatin g to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0956. 



CS 

June 11,2003 




SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 



